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SUBJECT The Secret Agents Identities Bill

CURTIS CRUTCHFIELD: The Secret Agents IdenTiTieé Bill
passed in the House yesterday is sending shock waves around the
nation.

Marge Halpern reports on the implications of the bill.

MARGE HALPERN: The job of naming secret agents usually
falls to bulletins like Covert Action Information, a magazine
with a circulation of about 5000 that includes a Naming Names
column, along with features and political articles. But co-editor
William Schaap (?) says the House bill is written 4o meet the
CIA's demand for a news blackout in all media.

WILLIAM SCHAAP: The CIA takes the position that any
information being published about them impairs their operations.
| mean their ideal is for nobody to- say anything about anything.
So that any story which is published that relates to the ClA,
from their point of view, you could have reason to believe that
it would impair their operations.

HALPERN: That means even articles that don'+t name
hames could earn publishers fines of up to 350,000 and jail terms
of up to 10 years, under the House bill. Schaap points to a widely
printed story from earlier this year about what was thought to be
a rebel lranian radio station.

SCHAAP: It was not a radio station in Iran. It was
not lIranian rebels. But in fact, It was the ClA broadcasting
out of an old Voice of America studio in Cairo, pretending to be
lranians, pretending to be in lran. Now, that story didn't name
any names. But once It came out, it identified the building, it
identified the operation taking place inside the building as being
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